Helping your child with Spelling

Many of children find spelling hard, but the good news is that there are lots of things parents can do to help throughout primary school.

Instant ideas:

• Play games with word lists. You could ask your child to put a list into alphabetical order. Try this with ice cream flavours, Premier League football teams or makes of cars.

• Play word finding games with old magazines and newspapers .You could get your child to draw a circle round every word that ends with –ing or every word beginning with the first letter of their name. The games can get harder as your child becomes more confident so with older children you could ask them to find words from their spelling tests from school.

• Get your child to rearrange the letters in their name or other words they know to make new words (anagrams). For example, the letters in Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire can be rearranged to say ‘Portray battle of frightened hero’.

• Buy a book of Junior Crosswords to help develop the number of words your child knows (their vocabulary).

Try making time to:

• Help your child find out what a new word means or how to spell a word by helping them use a dictionary. Children need help in looking up words, following alphabetical order and guessing how a word may start.

• Have a ‘word of the day’. This can be a fun way of increasing vocabulary, and can be an easier or harder word, depending on their age (for example it could be ‘people’ for a child in Year 1 or ‘anecdote’ for a child in Year 6). They will need to use the word correctly in a sentence during the day, and spell it as well.

What should I know?

The most common way of learning spellings is look, say, cover, write, check. This means that you look at the word and speak the spelling of it out loud. Then when you think you know it, cover the word up and write it down without looking, and then check to see if you have got it right. If you have, move on to the next word, and if you haven’t, try again.

Spelling in English is difficult as many words sound the same but look different (for example, where and wear). Some children will need lots of help and encouragement to learn spellings. If your child is finding a word difficult to learn, you could make it

your word of the day.

If your child is having a problem with a particular word, try to find a funny way for them to remember it. For example, lots of people remember how to spell Wednesday by saying it to themselves with the d sounded out (‘Wed-nes-day’).
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