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How to Support your Child's Writing 

Composing:
Composing is the most important element of writing. Without ideas, there is nothing to write! Many parents express their concerns about their child’s difficulty with spelling and handwriting (naturally), however it is writing composition which is the key to ‘good writing’. For composition, children need to generate ideas , organise their thoughts and express them on the page - but for many children this is daunting. ‘But I don’t know what to write...’ can be a common phrase uttered during homework time.

Obtaining Ideas for Writing:
From birth we are developing our children’s ability to become writers. By interacting with our children: talking; singing; going on visits; engaging in role-play; sharing books, reading stories etc., we are providing vital banks of resources into which children can dip when composing. 

Making writing purposeful and valuable:
Children need to see that there is a reason for them to write. Both at school and at home, we need to be providing purposes for ‘real writing’. Writing is a ‘life skill’, and whether this is composing on a PC or on paper, children need to see the value of putting the effort into producing the writing in the first place.

How can I help my child see the purpose and value of writing?
Think about situations at home that require something to be written:

Shopping lists, Invitations, Thank You Cards / Letters, Letters to relations /pen-friends, Letters of complaint. These are a few ideas. Another way to help children see the value behind writing is to let them ‘catch you writing’ and explain why you are doing it. (Remember writing can be done for pleasure too!)

Other Instant ideas:

• Play join the dots with very small children – dot out the shapes of letters or draw letters in pencil and encourage your child to go over them in pen.

• Leave messages for each other on the fridge using alphabet fridge magnets.

• Get your child to write your lists for you – for example, shopping lists or ‘to do’ lists. They can also write lists for themselves – for example, their favourite things, music, books or people.

• Set up a ‘writing wall’ in your house. Stick a large piece of paper on a wall or door and encourage the whole family to add jokes, poems, slogans, questions and pictures.

Try making time to:

• Encourage your child to keep a scrap book of what they do when they are on holiday – whether you go away or not. They could stick in things they have found, bus tickets or entrance tickets to places they visit or interesting things from magazines. You could encourage them to write about interesting things that happen to them.

• Encourage your child to write their own mini plays based on a book or TV programme they have enjoyed. They could get friends round to act it out, and write their own programmes, and make posters to advertise it. Or they could make posters and write adverts to let people know about a football match or an event at school.

What should I know?

If you are writing out words for copying or learning, make sure you use lower case letters and not CAPITALS, as children find it easier to practise the patterns of letters that way.

When children are learning to write, you don’t need to worry too much about tidy writing. It is more important for children to practise making the letter shapes.

Crossing out doesn’t matter! Encourage your child to try out different spellings if they are not sure of a word. You could give them a sheet of scrap paper to try words out on.

