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Reading

Year 1

In class, your child will work with a range of text styles which are increasingly more difficult to help them continue to develop their skills as a reader. 

When they are reading at home, they should ideally be choosing some material for pure pleasure and some material which stretches their reading. This may mean that sometimes they do not fully understand all that they are reading. This is where your child will benefit from your support. You can help overcome any misunderstandings by talking about what they read to you and even take your turn to read aloud. Reading aloud with your child helps you to model pace, expression and fluency for your child.

By the end of Year 1 most children will be able to…

· Starts to use the correct terminology when referring to books; book, cover, page, word, letter, line etc.  

· Understands and uses the terminology of some punctuation, eg. full stop.

· Expects written text to make sense.

· Can respond to questions about the text at a simple level. Eg. “What did you like? 

· Reads, on sight, a range of familiar and high frequency words found in simple texts. 

· Uses phonic knowledge to read simple regular words.

· Attempts simple predictions when prompted.

· Uses knowledge of a simple sentence to predict words and check reading. 

· Sometimes uses expression and intonation, not necessarily appropriately.

· Returns to favourite books and poems to re-read and enjoy.

· Talks about stories; recognises some links between own life and events, characters, ideas, information in books etc.

· Reads books of own choice with some fluency and accuracy.
How can you help your child?

There are many ways you can help your child to develop in their reading.

· Try to listen to your child read regularly. 10-15 minutes four times a week is much better than longer sessions once a week.

· Find a quiet place to share books where you can be comfortable.

· Talk about the book. The next page has a list of suggested questions and ideas to encourage your child to talk about the book.

· Ask questions which encourage your child to give their own opinions for example, Do you agree with this? How do you feel about this topic? Why? What do you think about …? 
· Encourage your child to read a range of texts such as newspapers, comics, poetry, non-fiction, etc.

· Share a book with your child. This may involve you reading to them or reading and talking together about the book.

· Play word games.

· Encourage children to read a series of books from a favourite author or books on topics of interests especially to keep reluctant readers interested in reading.
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Questions you could ask your child during reading 
Fiction

· Who was the character that…?

· Show me in the text where you found…?

· What is happening at this point/in this part of the story?

· Find one/two things that the main character did in this part of the story.

· Why was…important in this story?

· Tell me/draw /write about what sort of character/person…was from the things they did/said in the story.

· If you were going to interview/ meet one of the characters, which questions would you ask and why?

· How did one of the characters change their ideas/ attitudes during the story/play? What was it that brought about this change?

· What do you think would have happened if…?

· Which words has the author used to make this character funny/ sad/ adventurous/ clever/ frightening/ excited/ disappointed, etc?

· Find and copy some words or phrases that show us that this character is special/ helpful/ adventurous/ unsure/ worried, etc.

· How did the story make you feel? Why did it make you feel like this?

Non- Fiction

· Where can you find an important piece of information about …?

· Find two pieces of information that tell you about …?

· What does this part of the text tell us about ….?

· Which part of the text tells us about …?

· How does this text layout help the reader?

· How does (a diagram/picture/caption) help you to understand the information on this/these pages?

· What is the purpose of the list/diagram/caption/ sub-headings in this text?

